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Introduction 

This handbook provides general and program-specific information for the following degrees: 

• Master of Arts in Global Health & Society (GHS)
• Master of Arts in International Administration (MAIA)
• Master of Arts in Latin American Studies (LAS)
• Master of Arts in Liberal Studies (MALS)
• Master of Science in Criminology and Criminal Justice (MSCCJ)
• Master of Science in Data Science (MSDS)
• Master of Public Administration (MPA)
• Master of Public Policy (MPP)
• Master of Professional Science in Urban Sustainability and Resilience (MPS)

Any policies not addressed in this handbook can be found in the Graduate School Handbook. 
While every effort is made to align this handbook with the Graduate School Handbook each 
academic year, the Graduate School is the administrative body that oversees and grants all graduate 
degrees. Therefore, to the extent that anything in this handbook is in conflict with anything 
contained in the Graduate Student Handbook, the Graduate Student Handbook published by the 
Graduate School is controlling, and all terms, conditions, and information contained in the Graduate 
School Handbook supersede this document. 

Administration 

Administration of your program falls to the Office of Interdisciplinary and Professional Studies 
(IPS), under the direction of the Assistant Dean for Professional Education and Personalized 
Learning. JPS is a branch of the Office of the Dean of the College of Arts & Sciences (A&S). As 
one of the University of Miami's 11 schools and colleges, the A&S works jointly with the Graduate 
School to admit, support, and facilitate these programs. However, the Graduate School is the 
school that ultimately awards the degree and oversees all graduate programs. 

Senior Administration for Graduate Programs for the 2022-2023 Academic Year: 

College of Arts & Sciences 
Leonidas G. Bachas, PhD - Dean 
Joshua Cohn, PhD - Senior Associate Dean for Graduate Education 
Charles Mallery, PhD - Associate Dean for Graduate and Administrative Services 
Maryann Tatum Tobin, PhD - Assistant Dean for Professional Education & Personalized Learning 

Graduate School 
Guillermo "Willy'' Prado, PhD - Dean, Graduate School 
Tiffany Plan tan, PhD - Director of Education, Graduate School 
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Each May, the IPS Office hosts a graduation dinner honoring graduating students from all IPS 
programs (MAIA, MALS, LAS, GHS, and MSDS). Graduates are invited to bring a set number of 
guests to this private event to celebrate their accomplishments, regardless of whether or not they 
walk in the Commencement Ceremony. 

Class Attendance and Absences 

Regular and punctual class attendance is expected of all graduate students. It is the student's 
responsibility to know the instructor's policies regarding examinations, penalties for absences, and 
late or missed work. 

VA students will be provided a grade report at the end of each semester period. A copy of the report 
will be placed in the student's permanent file maintained by the Veteran Affairs Office. Because of 
the far-reaching effects of these revisions in the VA educational benefits program, it is suggested 
that you exercise care and judgment in your program planning and in the selection of your courses. 

Athletes, coaching Graduate Assistants, and other students who are supported by University 
Athletics must also adhere to the absences policy above, as well as the individual attendances policies 
of their professors. Athletes, coaching Graduate Assistants, and other students who are supported 
by University Athletics must clear their schedule with Athletic Advising and the NCAA Compliance 
Office. 

Athletic Advisors must sign off on all Course Request Forms for students supported by University 
Athletics. 

Remote Learning 

At any point in the semester, as evident with the 2019-20 academic year's response to the COVID-
19 pandemic, face-to-face classes may transition to remote learning with very little warning. It is 
recommended that all students have access to a personal computer and sufficient internet access, if 
required to learn remotely (online). However, unless there is an emergency order from the 
University, all classes will remain in the modality listed in Canelink at the start of the term.

Modifications 

These procedures may be modified or withdrawn with or without notice. 
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healthy lifestyles, educate students about high-risk behavior and increase awareness. For more 
information, call 305-284-6120, email pier21@miami.edu or visit Room 2250 of the Whitten 
University Center, Coral Gables appointment online. 

The Butler Center for Service and Leadership 

The Butler Center provides numerous opportunities for involvement on campus, within the 
community and elsewhere. Event types and duration vary greatly and differ per organization and 
semester. Volunteer service is encouraged and facilitated by the Butler Center. Opportunities for 
leadership training and skill development are available. For detailed information about specific 
organizations or about the Center, call 305-284-8828, email leadandserve@miami.edu or visit Room 
204 of the Shalala Student Center, Coral Gables. 

Graduate Student Association (GSA) 

The primary function of the GSA is to promote effective graduate student participation in 
University affairs. The GSA serves as a liaison between graduate students, faculty, and the 
administration. In addition, the GSA exists as a forum to support and improve the quality of the 

graduate student environment at the University of Miami. The University of Miami GSA is an active 
member of the National Association of Graduate-Professional Students. All graduate students at the 
University of Miami are members of the GSA. Visit the GSA website for more information. To 
contact the GSA, please call 7 54-800-1544 or email gsa@miami.edu. 

Graduate Activity Fee Allocations Committee (GAF AC) 

The Graduate Activity Fee Allocations Committee (GAF AC) oversees the distribution of the 
unallocated portion of the Graduate Activity Fee to individuals and groups of students throughout 
the school year. Any graduate student at the University of Miami who has paid the Graduate Activity 
Fee for all enrolled semesters, current and previous, may apply for GAF AC funding. Part-time 
students who wish to request GAF AC funding must request to be charged the Graduate Activity 
Fee when enrolling, since the fee will not automatically appear. 

Students may apply for funding only once during the same academic year. All applications must be 
submitted before the event for which the funds being requested occurs. For more information, call 
305-284-5631, email gafac@miami.edu or visit the Student Organization Financial Office, Suite 210, 
Shalala Student Center - 2nd Floor.

International Student and Scholar Services (ISSS)  

The mission of the ISSS is to provide support services for international students, scholars (faculty 
and researchers) and observers. Every year, approximately 2,725 international students 
(undergraduate and graduate), scholars (professors and researchers), and observers from more than 
110 countries representing every region of the world study, teach, conduct research, and observe at 
the University of Miami. ISSS assists international students and scholars with the unique challenges 
as well as opportunities internationals encounter while pursuing their academic goals at UM. Some 
of the support services provided by ISSS include: immigration advising, orientation, employment 
information and authorization, Federal income tax filing, advising regarding personal and adjustment 
problems, advocacy, and acting as a liaison to sponsors and governments. ISSS also works closely 
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